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none of them with any means of pair-
ing or identification, and having to
straighten out the tangle.

Again, suppose that you had worked
" to plan," as follows : The foundation
of your system is a small ledger, ruled
for number of film, description of sub-
ject, date of taking, and place of
taking.

As soon as a negative has been
developed, it is (if worth keeping) given
a progressive number on the edge in
Indian ink. This number is transferred
to the ledger, and the other details
written opposite it from your field note-
book. You now have the negative
identified " for keeps." A print made
from any negative for the collection is
given the number of its negative. The
negatives are filed in numerical order,

each in a transparent protective enve-
lope. If you want to make further
prints from any negative, you have
merely to consult the collection print
for its number. What could be simpler ?
The making of the collection will
mean a continual, if moderate, spending
of money on films, paper and chemicals.
But so many editors of papers and
magazines are now ready to use
interesting photographs, or short
articles on interesting subjects illus-
trated photographically, that some, if
not all, of the cost may perhaps be
recouped. This is a further reason for
taking trouble over the selection and
finishing of one's photographs, since
the better the pictures are in both sub-
ject and quality the more acceptable
they naturally will be.

THE NEGATIVE LEDGER                                    ' W" '
One of the most important points to be remembered in the collection of a series of photographs
is that the correct description or title is supplied with each print. It is impossible to memorise
full details of some hundreds of negatives, and a small ledger (which should be written up to
date) will be found invaluable.